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1. How to use this document"
ZooShare is offering investors the opportunity to invest $500 or more in a 
project that will clean the air and generate renewable power while 
paying an impressive 7% per-year rate of return. "
This document is intended to provide you with a synopsis of our biogas 
project, with the aim of helping you decide whether ZooShare’s bonds 
are right for you and your investment portfolio. "
Appendix A is a quick and simple reference guide for learning about the 
mitigation strategies for the risks outlined in the Offering Statement. "
Please call our direct toll-free line 1-888-990-9095 or email 
info@zooshare.ca for additional assistance.
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2. The problem of organic “waste” in landfills "
Organic waste (such as spoiled food and manure) can be a serious 
contributor to climate change when not composted properly, this is 
because organic waste creates methane, a greenhouse gas 21x worse 
than carbon dioxide (C02). "
A staggering 40% of food produced in Canada is wasted, equal to 
approximately $27 Billion per year . According to the Canadian Biogas 1

Association , in Ontario alone, over 2.1 million tonnes of organic material  2

is sent to landfills.  "
In the landfill scenario, methane seeps into the air and traps heat in the 
atmosphere, meanwhile the leftover nutrients from the organic waste 
(which could have been used as fertilizer) are buried under garbage and 
toxic heavy metals. 

"
Organic “waste” and its methane are actually valuable: they have the 
potential to be recycled into renewable power and fertilizer. Our “waste” 
is only thought of as garbage because we throw it out.  
 "
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
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3. The recycling of organics "
What is biogas? 
Biogas technology produces renewable power from recycling organic 
material, such as inedible food waste and manure. It harnesses the 
natural process of anaerobic digestion, where bacteria digest organic 
material and produce methane, which is then captured and processed 
to produce renewable power. "
A brief history of biogas 
Humans have been using biogas as an energy source for thousands of 
years, from ancient China to Victorian England. Modern technology has 
enabled the creation of biogas plants on an industrial-scale, with 
increases to the speed of digestion and volume of gas production. Since 
the first industrial-scale plant was built in 1859 to turn sewage into lighting 
for the streets of London, millions of biogas plants have been built around 
the world. Over 10,000 industrial-scale plants have been built in Germany 
alone. Modern biogas has the greatest overall impact potential of all 
renewable energies, with technology that’s safe, proven, and works 
around the clock. "
The Recycling of Organic Material in Ontario 
Although there has been a strong and successful effort to divert organic 
material from landfills at the level of the Ontario consumer , a similar 3

infrastructure is not available for local businesses. ZooShare’s biogas plant 
will assist the Toronto Zoo and Canada’s largest grocery chain in 
becoming even more environmentally responsible by recycling their 
organic waste: 3000 tonnes of manure (“zoo poo”) and 14,000 tonnes of 
inedible food, each year. "
According to the Canadian Biogas Association, there is currently enough 
organic material being wasted in Ontario to fuel 500 ZooShare-sized 
biogas plants . As of June 2014, only 33 biogas plants have been built . If 4 5

all 500 were in operation, we would remove greenhouse gas emissions 
equivalent to 3 million cars each year  while creating hundreds of full-6

time, long-term jobs . It is estimated that the total potential economic 7

benefit of biogas to the province of Ontario is at minimum $4.15 Billion 
over the next 20 years.  8

"
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Ontario’s Feed-In-Tariff Program 
To support renewable-energy development in Ontario, the provincial 
government created the Feed-In-Tariff (FIT) program which pays biogas 
producers a premium fixed rate for the renewable power they produce 
and provides the long-term security of a 20-year contract. ZooShare 
received its FIT Contract in July of 2013. We are confident that our 
contract will be not be cancelled or amended by a future government as 
this would result in many class action lawsuits and would seriously harm 
the credibility of the Ontario Government.  "
Dedication and a community of local supporters is all that remains for the 
expansion of biogas technology in Ontario. As awareness and 
understanding increases, Biogas is positioned to become as common as 
solar or wind for clean, renewable-energy production. 

"
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4. What is ZooShare?"
Our company and project 
ZooShare is a biogas development company that is building North
America’s first zoo-based biogas plant. Our first project is a 500 kW biogas
plant that will be located across from the Toronto Zoo (at the Zoo’s current
compost facility). The plant will process 17,000 tons of organic material per 
year, reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 10,000 tonnes (equivalent to 
2,100 cars) while generating enough electricity to power 250 Ontario 
homes via our connection to the Ontario grid.  
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ZooShare’s mandate and mission is to reinvest 
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5. Who is ZooShare? "
ZooShare is run by a management team and is supported by a team of 
biogas and business development professionals. We have absolute 
confidence in our team. "
Executive Director 
The concept and business model for ZooShare was created by our 
Executive Director, Daniel Bida. Daniel received his Bachelors of 
Commerce from McMaster University and worked as a Charter Financial 
Analyst (CFA) on Bay street for six years. After specializing as an energy 
and utilities analyst, Daniel became an expert on the common means of 
energy production in North America, and the negative impact these 
processes have on the environment. The concept and creation of 
ZooShare grew from Daniel’s knowledge and experience in both the 
energy sector and the financial sector, and from his appreciation for 
sustainable energy production. 

This 3D illustration depicts our future biogas plant to be built across from the Toronto Zoo. 
The biogas plant will include a biodigester, storage facilities, an engine room and a 
classroom, where we will teach future generations about the true value of waste. 

�8



Board of Directors 
ZooShare is overseen by our Board of Directors, who have cumulative 
business development experience of 60 years, including meaningful 
experience in Ontario’s biogas industry. The Board of Directors includes a 
professional engineer and environmental consultant, a biotech scientist 
and VP of Technical Services for a biogas company, a renewable energy 
engineer, a government and energy sector expert, an MBA and former 
CEO of a B Corporation, and the Editor-in-chief of a socially responsible 
business magazine and Adjunct Professor of Environmental Studies.  9

"
Riepma Consultants 
Design and approval will be overseen by Clare Riepma (P.Eng, M.E.S., 
R.P.P.) of Riepma Consultants , a professional engineer and the previous 10

president of German biogas subsidiary PlanET Biogas Solutions . In his role 11

as president, Clare successfully designed and commissioned five biogas 
plants in Ontario and one plant in British Columbia. All of these plants 
continue to function successfully. "
Angus Power 
Construction, engineering, and procurement of supplies and services will 
be overseen by Angus Power, a subsidiary of H.H. Angus  - an 12

engineering firm with nearly 100 years of project management 
experience (founded in 1919). The plant is being built under a turn-key 
contact: Angus Power will give ZooShare the final price for the biogas 
plant before construction begins. This way ZooShare is insulated from the 
risk of any construction cost overruns.  "
Plant Operator 
Our 500 kW biogas plant will be operated by a single individual. ZooShare 
will select and employ an experienced operator who is certified by the 
University of Guelph Biogas Operator Training Program. The first year of 
operations at the new plant will be overseen by Angus Power, after which 
point operations will be overseen by ZooShare. 

""
""
""
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6. How does ZooShare generate profits?"
ZooShare has three revenue streams: 
1) fees levied on waste producers to dispose of waste at our facility

 (also known as “tipping fees”) 
2) electricity sales, and
3) fertilizer sales."
These revenue streams are backed by three key contracts: "
1) 10 year tipping fee contract with Canada’s largest grocery retailer
(with a 10 year option to renew), with an agreement to buy fertilizer; 
2) 20 year Feed-In-Tariff contract with the Ontario Power Authority to
purchase electricity; 
3) 20 year manure supply and land lease with the Toronto Zoo."
These contracts allow us to confidently project yearly earnings beyond 
bond maturity. Our capital and operating expenses have been projected 
by experts in the biogas industry who have overseen the conception and 
creation of at least 5 other biogas plants in Ontario.  

"" """""""""""""""""""
This diagram depicts both the financial and environmental benefits of investing with 
ZooShare. An investment of $5,000 earns $2,450, while improving our environment. 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7. What are ZooShare’s competitive advantages?"
Long-term contracts 
We have negotiated two long-term contracts with large, recognizable 
Canadian brands to supply organic material to fuel our biogas plant. Our 
partnership with both the Toronto Zoo and Canada’s largest grocery 
chain lend legitimacy and brand-power to our project, while conversely, 
the ZooShare name and mission increase the environmental and social 
profile of these well-known organizations, creating a win-win scenario for 
all parties involved. 

"
Community Benefits 
The 33 other biogas projects currently operating in Ontario are privately 
owned so all profits generated by these plants solely benefit the owner(s). 
ZooShare is community-owned, meaning that our investors are Ontarians 
who are committed to local renewable power. In ZooShare’s model, 
profits generated by our biogas plant are used in three ways: 1) to repay 
bondholders; 2) to invest in other community-owned biogas projects in 
Ontario (creating additional investment opportunities); and 3) to fund 
educational programming about biogas and the true value of waste. "
Public awareness and appreciation 
ZooShare is the most public-facing biogas plant in Ontario, with media 
coverage on both a national and international scale (The Toronto Star, 
CBC and The Saudi Gazette, to name a few). The public is excited and 
appreciative of our biogas project and its environmental benefits. "

"
Some of the publications and programs which have featured ZooShare. 

�11



8. How will ZooShare ensure its supply of organic
material (“feedstock”)? "
As mentioned above, ZooShare has secured organic material through a 
10 year contract with Canada’s largest grocery retailer and a 20 year 
contract with the Toronto Zoo. If ZooShare’s organic material supply 
(“feedstock”) contracts were unexpectedly disrupted, ZooShare has three 
main advantages that are attractive to alternate waste producers: "
Raising the environmental and social profiles of partnered companies.  
The aforementioned advantages of ZooShare being a community-owned 
and environmentally-focused project will raise the environmental and 
social profile of any company that supplies organic material to ZooShare. "
Improving the bottom line of partnered companies. 
Waste is often transported over 4 hours to landfill sites or compost facilities 
in the USA or Quebec, whereas our future biogas plant will be located 
across from the Toronto Zoo: Reducing travel time makes waste 
management less costly, therefore these producers are likely to prefer 
supplying to ZooShare. "
We got there first. 
It is very unlikely that another biogas plant will develop within the proximity 
of our biogas plant, given the land restrictions, and difficulty in accessing 
both the Ontario grid and securing the necessary permits.  

"
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9. What happens if ZooShare does not begin
construction by July 2015? "
ZooShare has three requirements for reaching construction: "
1) Securing sufficient funding

We need to raise $2.2 Million to start construction. Bond sales are  
strong and our pace indicates we will meet our targets. For an   
updated sales figure, please call our direct toll-free line 
1-888-990-9095 or email info@zooshare.ca  

"
2) Receiving our Renewable Energy Approval (REA)

The REA is the approval by The Ministry of the Environment to build  
our plant. During three public consultations, no one came forward  
to contest ZooShare’s application for a Renewable Energy Approval. 

"
3) Receiving our Connection Impact Assessment (CIA)

The CIA is the approval from Toronto Hydro to connect to the   
Ontario grid. The original consultation with Toronto Hydro in January  
2011 showed that there is 9MW of capacity at our connection point, 
18 times the required capacity for ZooShare’s biogas plant. No other 
power stations have been built since. "

We are confident that we will meet all three requirements to begin 
construction. If any necessary goal is not met by July 2015, ZooShare will 
return the bond principal to the bond purchaser.  "
ZooShare can make this promise because our development expenses are 
already funded: $415,000 of grants from the Toronto Community Fund and 
the Community Energy Partnership Program (CEPP), and $500,000 in early 
investor capital (known as ZooShare’s “Founders Club”). Furthermore, the 
first $1M of our bond capital will be held in an escrow account. 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10. How will the biogas plant perform as expected? "
Our expert-partners projected our costs. 
Our capital and operating expenses have been been projected by 
experts in the biogas industry who have overseen the conception and 
creation of at least 5 other biogas plants in Ontario. Their personal 
experience and extensive knowledge of other biogas projects in Ontario 
have served as the basis for these projections. ZooShare expects to 
operate at a 94% capacity factor. Our financial models allow ZooShare to 
operate as low as 70% while servicing the bonds and still making a small 
profit.  "
Our organic material was tested by third parties.  
The make-up and output of both the Toronto Zoo manure and the organic 
material from Canada’s largest grocery chain were tested by both the 
University of Guelph and Fluidyne Corporation. The tests confirmed the 
viability of ZooShare’s chosen feedstock supply, and determined the 
optimal mix for our required energy output. "
We are aware of and can prevent biological interruptions. 
The most common challenge in operating a biogas plant is biological. A 
sudden change in the composition of organic material could upset the 
bacteria population (responsible for transforming organic material into 
energy and fertilizer) slowing or stopping the production of biogas. Both of 
our feedstock sources are generated in a highly consistent fashion, giving 
us access to a stable feedstock supply. "
We are aware of and can prevent mechanical interruptions.  
In “source separated organics”, such as the organic material in residential 
green bins, it is not uncommon for debris such as metal and plastic to get 
stuck in biogas plant machinery. In ZooShare’s case, inorganic materials 
are already discarded before arriving at the biogas plant. Furthermore, 
maintenance shut-downs are built into our business plan. "
We have insurance. 
In the event of unforeseeable downtime, ZooShare has sufficient 
insurance to protect our ability to repay bonds while performing 
maintenance on the biogas plant. In addition, equipment is covered by 
warranty and insurance. 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11. How is my money guaranteed?"
In the event that the operations of the biogas plant do not proceed as 
planned, the bonds are secured by a floating charge over the assets of 
ZooShare (pg. 27 of the offering statement). This means that should 
ZooShare be unable to properly meet its commitments, all assets 
(including contracts and permits) will be transferred to the bondholders, 
and either 1) another company will be appointed to manage the biogas 
plant, which will decided by a general vote, or 2) the assets will be sold to 
recoup any monies owed to the bondholders.  "
12. Can I sell my bonds early?"
Although ZooShare’s bonds have a 7 year term, should an investor wish to 
sell their bond early, ZooShare will contact all of its members on their 
behalf and attempt to solicit the transfer of your bond. Given that 7% is 
significantly above the bond market average and ZooShare is a high-
impact investment, it is likely that demand will exist throughout the length 
of the project (subject to normal market fluctuations).  "
13. Are ZooShare bonds RRSP eligible?"
After construction is complete, ZooShare bonds will meet all the legal 
criteria necessary to be RRSP-eligible. At that time, ZooShare will 
commission an independent valuation by a financial services company, 
which will be used to underwrite a legal opinion that ZooShare bonds are 
RRSP eligible. This legal opinion will be available for anyone who would like 
to transfer the bonds into an RRSP account. With the legal opinion that 
ZooShare bonds are RRSP eligible, the investor may choose the account 
of their preference to hold the bonds in, or may choose one at ZooShare’s 
suggestion. This may either be through a self-directed RRSP account or the 
trustee services of a credit union (there may be fees associated with 
holding bonds in a self-directed RRSP account). "

"
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15. Next Steps
"
If you have any additional questions, please call our direct toll-free line 
1-888-990-9095 or email info@zooshare.ca

"
You can purchase a bond for any amount above $500 by going to our 
website at www.zooshare.ca and by clicking “Buy a Bond”. You will be 
asked to fill out and sign a Membership Form and Pre-authorized Debit 
Agreement, then you will choose a call-back time to finalize payment 
over the phone. Please have your cheque book ready. "
If you prefer to submit your documents by mail or email, please let us 
know. We would be happy to assist you with this process. "
We look forward to welcoming you as an investor in ZooShare. 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Appendix A: Risks Outlined in the Offering Statement 
If you need assistance, please call our direct toll-free line 1-888-990-9095 or email info@zooshare.ca

Risk Factors 
Location in  

Offering Statement

Risk Summary Mitigation Strategy 
See page(s)

Feedstock Supply 
Section 9.1, pg. 28

ZooShare may not be able to operate if there is not 
enough organic material (“feedstock”) to fuel the 

plant.

12

Financing 
Section 9.2, pg. 28

ZooShare may not reach its funding goals. 13

Grid Connection 
section 9.3, pg. 28

ZooShare may not be able to connect to the 
electricity grid. 

13

Negative Public 
Perception 

Section 9.4, pg. 29

ZooShare may have slowed or stopped 
development due to negative public perception 

of the biogas plant.

13

Operating Risk 
Section 9.5, pg. 29

There are biological and mechanical risks that may 
cause the biogas plant to slow down or stop 

production, reducing revenues.

14

Safety and Liability 
Risk 

Section 9.6, pg. 28

Methane gas production could be considered a 
dangerous process.

9

Cash Flow 
Section 9.7, pg. 28

Cash flow projections are based on assumptions 
that may not turn out to be true.

8-10, 14

Financial 
Projections 

Section 9.8, pg. 29

The financial projections are based on hypotheses 
that may or may not turn out to be true.

"

Equipment Failure 
Section 9.9, pg. 29

There could be a loss of energy production due to 
equipment failure.

14

Failure to Raise 
Sufficient Capital 

Section 9.10, pg. 30

ZooShare may not be able to raise sufficient 
capital to complete the project.

13

Income Tax Risk 
Section 9.11, pg. 30

The bonds may or may not be RRSP eligible. 
ZooShare’s non-profit status may be challenged by 

the CRA.

15-16, 7

Long-Term 
Investment 

section 9.12, pg. 30

These bonds may not be suitable for investors who 
need to quickly access their cash invested in 

ZooShare bonds.

15

Priority of Lenders 
section 9.13, pg. 30

These bonds are subordinate to other lenders. In 
event of a default or bankruptcy, these lenders 

have repayment priority.

15

Profitability & 
Solvency 

Section 9.14, pg. 30

there is no certainty that ZooShare will be profitable 
and that ZooShare will be able to pay interest or 

redeem its bonds.

8-9, 13-15

Risk Factors 
Location in  

Offering Statement
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Appendix A: Risks Outlined in the Offering Statement 
If you need assistance, please call our direct toll-free line 1-888-990-9095 or email info@zooshare.ca

Repayment of 
Bonds 

Section 9.15, pg. 30

“ "

Speculative 
Investment 

section 9.16, pg. 30

ZooShare is a start-up venture and there is no 
assurance it will succeed.

“

New Venture Risk 
Section 9.17, pg. 30

ZooShare is a start-up venture and there is no 
assurance it will succeed.

8-9, 13-15

Timing 
Section 9.18, pg. 30

The timeline for this project is subject to ZooShare 
meeting requirements for a FIT Contract, receiving 

all necessary permissions and licenses, and 
completing construction.

6, 13,15

Unknown Risk 
Factors 

section 9.19, pg. 31

ZooShare is subject to unknown risk factors that 
could potentially affect profitability and solvency.

8-9, 13-15

Market for Securities 
section 9.20, pg. 31

There is currently no market for the bonds offered 
and the development of such a market cannot be 

assumed. 

15

Major Contracts 
Section 9.21, pg. 31

ZooShare’s contracts could be broken and/or 
ZooShare may be unable to negotiate 

comparable alternatives.  

11

Environmental 
Conditions 

Section 9.22, pg. 31

The Ontario Power Authority could change the 
Feed-In-Tariff program.

6

Legal Proceedings!
Section 15, pg. 33"

A previous supplier had filed a claim against 
ZooShare, the maximum potential liability to 

ZooShare was $87,000.

As of September 
2014, this claim 
was settled and 

closed.

Risk Summary Mitigation Strategy 
See page(s)

Risk Factors 
Location in  

Offering Statement
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